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1. What is Wikidata? 
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Wikidata and its interface

• https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q4604
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Wikidata
• a free and open knowledge base that can be read and edited 

by both humans and machines.
• a central storage for the structured data of its Wikimedia 

sister projects including Wikipedia, Wikivoyage, Wiktionary, 
Wikisource, and others. 
• support many other sites and services beyond just Wikimedia 

projects.
• Its content is available under a free license, exported using 

standard formats, and can be interlinked to other open 
datasets on the linked data web.
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Wikidata

• A simple, user-friendly, collaboration-oriented interface
On the interface, an item is displayed in 4 parts: 
1)basic information includes label, item identifier, description, 

aliases, and their multilingual displays. 
2)statements, which describe features of an item, consists of 

property and value. 
3)external identifiers link an item to external databases. 
4)sitelinks connect an item to other Wikimedia projects, like 

Wikipedia. 
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Wikidata and its data model
(by looking at a modeled instance)
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Wikidata and its data model
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Wikidata and its data model
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Wikidata and its data model
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2. Some cases in Chinese studies
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2. Some cases in Chinese studies
people
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q45681209
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q4604

work
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q10883609

encyclopedia
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q699477
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External identifiers on Wikidata
• Academia Sinica authority ID

• CBDB ID

• ctext data entity ID
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Measure the effectiveness of being on WD

• CBDB as an example
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_East_Asia
/China_Biographical_Database_import
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Wikidata identifiers in projects

• Buddhist Studies Person Authority Databases
https://sdp.chibs.edu.tw/person/index.php?fromInner=A00397
0
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Linked Open Data and the Semantic Web 
for Chinese studies
• https://ctext.org/tools/linked-open-data
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How to be on Wikidata

• https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Property:P9613
• https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Property_talk:P9613
• https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Property_proposal/A

uthority_control
• https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:External_identifiers
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3. Hands-on session
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3. Hands-on session
Try curating one or two items on Wikidata following the workflow:
1. Choose one item (organisation, people, place, concept, work etc.) found in TLS 

(https://hxwd.org/index.html)/ Kanseki Repository (https://www.kanripo.org)
2. Find the corresponding Wikidata entity of the chosen item or create one entity if 

it does not have one.
3. Curate this Wikidata entity using the reliable resources you have found.
4. Try querying, downloading, and visualising the curated entity on Wikidata.
5. Compare and connect the Wikidata entity with that of the original item and reflect 

on the process.
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Resources
• Wikidata data model
https://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/Wikibase/DataModel/Primer
• Wikidata List of Properties (a starting point)
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Database_reports/List_of_properties/all
• (VISUALISE) Wikidata Graph Builder
https://angryloki.github.io/wikidata-graph-builder/
• (QUERY) Wikidata SPARQL examples
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:SPARQL_query_service/queries/examples
• (DOWNLOAD) Wikidata Data access
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Data_access
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Wikidata: 
Lexicographical data/linguistic data
• https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Lexeme:L521650
• https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Lexicographical_data
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4. Wikidata for a comprehensive collaborative 
research environment for the study of 
premodern Chinese culture?
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5. A review of Wikidata in DH projects
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Research Questions

• Q1: How is Wikidata described in the current DH literature?
• Q2: To what end is Wikidata being experimented within the DH 

domain?
• Q3: What are the potentials of embracing Wikidata in data-

related activities in DH projects?
• Q4: What are the challenges and possible solutions in DH 

projects regarding Wikidata’s data quality?
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Methodology

• a systematic review (Kitchenham, 2004) of DH-related projects 
which adopted Wikidata
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Search Strategy

• predefined 
databases

• predefined key 
words

Inclusion & 
exclusion criteria

• English
• no duplicates
• implemented

Data collection & 
analysis

• tabulated 
according to 
the research 
questions



Q1 How is Wikidata described in the current DH literature?
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Q2 To what end is Wikidata being 
experimented within the DH domain?
• Annotation and enrichment (text corpus, linguistic dictionaries, 

datasets, journal articles, annotation tool)
• Metadata Curation (integration and interoperability of authority 

datasets, improvement of metadata quality by sharing their 
metadata for public use or using Wikidata information to 
enhance local records)
• Modelling (knowledge modelling in the context of the Semantic 

Web, reference for the creation of data models)
• NER-related tasks and Miscellaneous (pedagogy)
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Q3 What are the potentials of embracing 
Wikidata in data-related activities in DH 
projects? 
• Data Consumption (40)
• Wikidata as a content provider is better explored
• annotation, metadata curation, modelling, NER, pedagogy

• Data Publication and Exchange (11)
• Potential lies in Wikidata as a platform and a technology stack
• data integration (a linking hub for domain resources)
• data production (a low-tech approach to publish linked data)
• production for consumption
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Q4 What are the challenges and possible 
solutions associated with Wikidata in DH 
projects? 

• What can we learn from the reviewed projects?
evaluate its quality against other available domain sources, form 
a community of practice in your own field, design a workflow that 
orchestrate technical and labour resources from the projects and 
Wikidata.
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• Challenges
technical challenges (identifier mismatches, data model 
incompatibility etc.), concern about its quality due to open model 
(data coverage > data accuracy)



Conclusion
• More than a knowledge base: a content provider, a platform, a 

technology stack.
• mainly used for: annotating research materials, curating 

metadata, publishing and interlinking linked data in knowledge 
modelling.
• Consumption > Publication. More potential in taking it as a 

platform and a technology stack to create an ecosystem of data 
sharing.
• take into consideration: available domain sources, community 

practices, workflow design that balance resources from the 
projects and Wikidata.
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Back to the question:
Wikidata for a comprehensive collaborative 
research environment for the study of 
premodern Chinese culture?
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