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How to Locate Exegetical Hot Spots? A wish list arising out of a laboratory report involving commentaries on “The

Lord that Resides in the Clouds” (£ #7) from the anthology Songs of Chu (2&&¥) Outline

Introduction
“Who was Qu Yuan again?” — The poet, the Songs of Chu (#E&%), the “Nine Songs” (JL¥X),

the “Lord amidst clouds” (24 #), and commentary history

1. The meandering path of developing a complex research project

1.1 Theoretical: Two views on traditional commentary and its relation to modern and
contemporary research of the Songs of Chu

1.2 Practical: Am | missing something here?

1.3 What actually is an exegetical hotspot?
2. Searching for hot spots but how?

3. Searching for hot spots in “Lord amidst Clouds” and the “Nine Songs”

Traditional painting of Qu Yuan
decorated with flowers (15. cent.)

Instead of a Conclusion: A wish list
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How to Locate Exegetical Hot Spots? —Qu Yuan

The author or “Poet-Minister”

Traditional:

(@]

Talented minister under the Chu kings
Huai and Xiang

Historical:

o Biographical history largely a construction
out of the poems associated with him

o Debate during the Han dynasty suggests

o Well-received advisor at the Chu court that he was regarded as a historical figure
o Isslandered by fellow officials, perhaps {1{122 {7 (200-169) — poem ‘Mourning Qu
in relation with drafting new laws L AN T T diced domaoentsy b
o Banished to the far South of the state of the Lisao
Chu. Sima Qian 7] F5 78 (ca.145-86) — 1. biography
o Created the poem “Lisao” to convince e %J gu(Yufg—tﬁ‘i‘té gofeeii obpocit
Y et 1
the king to let him return to office Yang Xiong HH (53 BC - 18 AD) - ‘Anti Lisao’
o Created other poems like the “Lord Ban Gu JE[H (32-92 AD) — Critical preface to
amidst Clouds” as part of the Nine Songs Lisao
i imilar i i Qu Yuan Movie Post
witha .slmllar |.n'.cent|on o o Post-Han: Qu Yuan gradually advances to gl (f;;en K
3 CM"II'L‘(’)“I[It\tIg‘r’ suicide by drowning in the become the beacon of loyalty and an
b Bhat & | hf q example to allude to for officials who fell
2 ferea ?12 o?ﬂt,s ?3:{"3035 B chjonan from grace or where banished
How to Locate Exegetical Hot Spots? — Qu Yuan
Contemporary Relevance
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Exhibition objects from Qu Yuan Jinian Guan,
Zigui (photographs David Schroeter 2006, flickr)
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How to Locate Exegetical Hot Spots? — Qu Yuan

Contemporary Relevance

Zigui and Lepingli, places of Qu Yuan

commemoration, Temple, Grave !, Duanwu

Cigarettes, Dramatic performance of
back the Soul” (Zhaohun)

Qu Yuan, the model for loyalty
and patriotism - stage play by
Guo Moruo 1942, modern novels
and TV series VCD Box & images

June 4, 1989,
illustration of “Ai ;
Ying“ in a Hongkong |
political magazine

“Calling

Symposium for the
development of the
cooperation between China
and Taiwan regarding Qu Yuan
culture and tourism

How to Locate Exegetical Hot Spots? — The Anthology of the Songs of Chu

1 "Encountering Sorrow” (Lisao)

2 "Nine Songs” (Qu Yuan)

3 "Heavenly Questions” (Qu Yuan)
4 "Nine Pieces” (Qu Yuan)

5 "Far-off Journey"

6 "Divination"

7 "The Fisherman"

8 "Nine Changes” (Song Yu)

”

9 "Summons of the Soul” (Song Yu)
10 "The Great Summons"
11 "Sorrow for Those Betrayed”

12 "Summons for a Recluse” (Han
poets)

13 "Seven Remonstrances”
14 “Lamenting Timely Fate”
15 “Nine Regrets”

16 “Nine Laments”

17 “Nine Longings”

Traditional idea of the compilation process:
edited by Liu Xiang £I[& (77-6 BC) in 16
chapters
Equipped with a commentary and a 17th
chapter by Wang Yi Fi% (around 120 AD)

Current research: Huang Linggeng =8¢, expert on
Wang Yi, questions the entire editorial history

Dating:

First mention of the poem “Lisao” %iEX in a
rhapsody by Jia Yi EzH (200-169 BC) — “Diao Qu
Yuan” (Mourning Qu Yuan).

Commentary on the “Lisao” by Liu An, presented to
Han emperor Wu (r. 141-87 BC)

Qu Yuan “biography” by Sima Qian, Grand Scribes
Records (Shiji)

Contemporary painting
of Qu Yuan by Liu
Danzhai
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How to Locate Exegetical Hot Spots? — The “Nine Songs” (Jiu ge J1.8R)

1”Dong Huang Tai yi” 2 X —
2 ”Yun Zhong jun” EHE
3 ”Xiang jun” J{iE&

4 ”Xiang furen” Jii& A

5 ”Da Siming” K =]

6 ”Shao Siming” /) &1
7 ”Dong jun” BiE

8 ”He bo” JA[{H

9 ”Shan gui” L1158

10 "Guo shang” B8

11 ”Li hun” &5

Traditional idea of the “redaction process”:

Crude ritual songs encountered by Qu Yuan among the
local populace when banished to the South of the state of
Chu. Qu Yuan supposedly formed the songs’ lines into
appropriate ritual texts and imbued (some of?) them with
implicit critique of the ruler, king Huai of Chu, who
banished him.

Dating:
Attempts at dating have been made by various scholars,
most famous among them David Hawkes in his PhD thesis
(1956). In a later article, Hawkes refuted his own attempt
at dating.

How to Locate Exegetical Hot Spots? — The “Lord Amid the Clouds” (Yun Zhong jun &)

THE LORD AMID THE CLOUDS

| have washed in a brew of orchid, bathed in sweet scents,

Many-coloured are my garments; | am like a flower.
Now in long curves the spirit has come down.

In a blaze of brightness unending.

Chien! “He is coming to rest at the Abode of Life;
As a sun, as a moonbeam glows his light.

In dragon chariot and the vestment of a god,
Hither and thither a little while he moves.

The Spirit in great majesty came down;

Now he soars up swiftly amid the clouds.

He looks down on the province of Chi and far beyond;
He traverses the Four Seas; endless his flight.

Longing for that lord | heave a deep sigh;

My heart is greatly troubled; | am very sad.

Became famous through a study
by Arthur Waley:

Waley maintained that the
“Nine Songs” were proof of the
existence of shamanic practices
in ancient China.

Inspired by Mircea Eliade’s Le
Chamanisme et les techniques
archaiques de I'extase (Paris:
1951) Shamanism: Archaic
Techniques of Ecstasy, Waley
took “Yun zhong jun” as the
prime example of proof of his

theory. Portrait of Arthur Waley
(1889-1966) by Ray Strachey

Arthur Waley, The Nine Songs: A Study of Shamanism in Ancient

China, 1955.
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How to Locate Exegetical Hot Spots? — The Commentary Tradition to the Songs of Chu

Major Commentators of the Songs of Chu

Liu An 2422 (179-122) - eatliest commentary on the Lisao
Wang Yi FEi# (ca. 89- ca. 148 AD) — Chuci ghangiu (entire CC ?)
Li Shan 223 (died 689 AD) — Wenxsnan

The Five Ministers T (718 AD) — Wenxuan

Hong Xingzu L (1070-1135 AD ) — Chuci buzhn

Zhu Xi K2 (1130-1200) — Chuci jizhu (8 chapters of Chuci)
Wang Yuan EI& (? — 1566) Chudi jijie

Huang Wenhuan 5 X (inshi 1625) — Chuci tingzhi

Zhou Gongchen EHLE (around 1646) — Lisao caomu shi
Wang Fuzhi R Z (1619 — 1692) — Chuci tongshi

Lin Yunming #RZESY (inshi 1658) — Chuci deng

Dai Zhen FFE (1723 — 1777) — Qu Yuan fuzhn

Chen Benli [FALE (1739-1818) — Qu ¢ gingyi

Liang Qichao Z2E#E (1873-1929) — various works
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Han dynasty commentary to “Lisao” by Wang Yi (ca. 120 AD)
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How to Locate Exegetical Hot Spots? 1.1 Two views on traditional commentary
Daniel Gardner Steve Farmer, John Henderson, Peter Robinson
“Confucian Commentary and Chinese Intellectual History”, “Commentary Traditions and the Evolution of Premodern
Journal of Asian Studies (1998) Religious and Philosophical Systems” (2001)
o Aim: To demonstrate why Chinese commentaries are key 9 ;‘Ailrlm fDesign fgr z copputatior(\jal model %f thle rise and
to understanding the intellectual history of China. all of premodern religious and philosophical systems
pertinent to literate traditions.
23 : o Thesis 1: Processes of transmitting and commenting on
o Thheslls. ICom?err:.tlanes rt]).ec?r(?e the sta:cnd%rrc]j. mod? tOf ti manuscript traditions, repeated over long periods,
scholarly and philosophical discourse for Chinese literati. tended to transform their structures in predictable ways.
3 | o Thesis 2: Long chain of parallel processes stretching from
o “Each and every commentator, by virtue of the choices the c. 500 BCE to the 17" century CE:
he makes, fixes the boundaries of the canonical text in :
distinctive ways and thus shapes its meaning differently.” o Emergence of the first textual canons
o Near simultaneities in the development of “abstract” thought
o Parallels in syncretic system-building in the imperial age
o ”"Only if the canon persists in having coherent meaning is o Syncretic-scholastic systems of the late middle ages and early
the communityjustiﬁed in continually constituting and modern era (900 theses of Pico della Mirandola (1463-1494)
maintaining itself as a community, a body whose o The collapse of high-correlative systems
grounding and source of inspiration is the canon itself. o Thesis 3: Correlative systems threaten to collapse under
their own weight
10
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How to Locate Exegetical Hot Spots? — 1.1 Views on modern research on the Songs of Chu

“So much scholarly activity should have resulted in a basic core of accepted
knowledge which might serve as the point of departure for the examination
of issues still in doubt. That there is still no area of general agreement
among competent scholars working in the field suggests that there may be
something fundamentally amiss in either the technique of inquiry or the
statement of the problems themselves.”

"Appalling amount of repetition and duplication of effort."

1915-2006

Hightower, James R. "Ch'l Yuan Studies" in Silver Jubilee Volume of the Zinbun-Kagaku-Kenkyusyo (Kyoto, 1954), p.192.
Zhou Jianzhong JE & .. Dangdai Chuci yanjiu lungang 24/RZEHERF 53 1844. Wuhan: 1992.
Li Jiaxin Z55ZJik, “Di wu ci quanguo Qu Yuan xueshu taolunhui ji Zhongguo Qu Yuan xuehui disanmiao nianhui zeji 2 7i.

U4 E R S AR R 4 B [ i R 224 55 = JRAE S MIIE” in Jiang Han luntan 7 (1988), p.61.

11

How to Locate Exegetical Hot Spots? — 1.1 What could follow from Hightower et al.?

Could we understand the critique of the “the appalling amount of repetition and duplication of efforts”
as a misconception of a continuing practice?

— An approach to texts that cannot make claims without reference to previous textual understandings and thus appear as
repetitive and redundant.

Could the idea of the “collapsing stage of the commentarial practice” by Gardner as well as by Farmer
and Henderson be misguided?

Could we thus conceive modern and contemporary research on the Songs of Chu as a continuation of
the Chinese commentarial tradition?

Keep in mind: Hightower, Zhou et al. did argue on the basis of the following assumptions that

a) from the beginning of the 20" century, China did move from the traditional interpretation of texts to modern
(Western) approaches to research.

b) approaches guided by methods of modern research during the Republican era did not only challenge existing
understandings but did yield new insights.

c) theideologization of science as well as the mediocre state of university education during first three decades of
the PRC would not have such a detrimental impact on scholarship as it in fact had.

12
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How to Locate Exegetical Hot Spots? — 1.1 Example: Modern analytical approach

Jiang Liangfu’s 2553k (1902-1995) comment on the question whether
the spirit addressed in “The Lord amid the Clouds” is the cloud spirit.

Zfiéo IRRL CGEF-RRERY [ F A
$E~ ZhE 2B, RE

Evém,th fete M «<JHi, SR> Ll | Analytical procedure:

PSS T, WA, A 2 ZE R, 525 | 1. Jiang investigates the origin of the association of the song W|th the cloud

AIELRI . Pk o LR A Ry fil spirit (Wang Yi, Han sources).

W, Bl = i z} - ;
)j{u}l IT:%IM% Egﬂ:ﬁﬁl‘ﬁugfﬁ 2. Notes lack of mention of a cloud spirit in the Rites of Zhou that “proves” that

WABAESR D GHE <Y JE CREY 2 the idea of a cloud spirit originated in the Han.
%, BURER, JRUk = arfc ], 3. Concludes that Wang Yi misinterpreted it by taking the text too literally.
ARG I g b PL | 4 Looks for Corroborating evidence from the text:

Zﬁk%ffﬁém Ely‘gﬂﬁng FIEE;?‘(:WW 1. Poems in the “Nine Songs” come in pairs.
Fﬁ)rgjz;ﬂ T%lﬁi g H Eligkigé&k#/@. 2. Recurring mention of brightness and shine.
JH:?TE@FJ ey {’1’2 & ,§+Hi‘ﬁ i R T 3. Rapid descent and disappearance as well as reaching across all regions suggest
BY <My B epiug’ . e association with the moon.
“Egs” . HEREZIN AL, HAEKLL | 5. Jiang concludes: With no Spring and Autumn evidence of a sacrifice to the
f’frﬂ]{?'ﬁ)\ii HUE&ED; Eﬂ:ﬁj/i;ﬂ;; cloud spirit and Chu'’s specifics and limited interaction with the Zhou it
A \§ BHEE Ay B 5 R AR LS, p
NSk e follows that the 'Ia.ck of evidence for cloud spirit isn’t as good as the evidence
for the moon spirit.
13
How to Locate Exegetical Hot Spots? — 1.1 What could follow from Hightower et al.?
What follows from the above?
Jiang Liangfu reveals his reading of the “Yun
Zhong jun” already in his annotation to the title. No matter whether we distinguish modern and
i A 1 Lk ; contemporary textual interpretation in China from that of
Il Subsequent innotahons' F)rove th'e re MR traditional commentators as based on scientific methods like
the scl:)ng tq i mdoon simt by p;rovndmg philological or literary analysis, or, whether we conceive the
;?rr? (:ra:ltnhg EY er'ltce Ifrom OthemEguLaes or modern ways of reading texts essentially as a continuation
AT HIE N8 e of past approaches, the following claims can be made:
Ill.  The sequence of his approach to first inquire
in'to the origin Of the cloud spiri't idea to 1. The past and the present of Chinese textual
disproof Wang Yi, followed by his subsequent interpretation is intricately related.
! : g fth
presentapf)n (.)f ewder'\ce g} sgpport 0 t 5 2. Though modern researchers question the validity of
moon spirit without his claiming that his e ( :
o 2 I ; traditional interpretations, they happen to be unable to
understanding is final, points to the difference i : | ;
) g 153 entirely ignore these interpretations.
between modern (“more scientific”) and
traditional approaches of commentary. 3. Itis thus standing to reason that (among other factors)
: ’ 3 the commentary tradition has impacted modern and
IV His way of commenting, though,'has much in contemporary engagement with the Songs of Chu.
common with traditional exegesis. - Y
The question is: How, and to what extent?
14
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How to Locate Exegetical Hot Spots? — 1.1 What could follow from Hightower et al.?

General research idea/question:

Based on the assumption that “(among other factors) the commentary tradition
has impacted modern and contemporary engagement with the Songs of Chu”,

can we find indicators of the influence of traditional interpretation of the Songs of
Chu on their modern exploration, that might even be responsible for the attested
redundancy, circularity, and seeming lack of advance in research?

Could Digital Humanities assist in answering that question?

15

How to Locate Exegetical Hot Spots? — 1.2 Am | missing something here?

Understanding Exegetical Dynamics: Measuring the Impact of Chinese
Commentarial Traditions

What do | intend to do?

Examine the commentary tradition to the Songs of Chu (Chuci ZZg¥) to

. u?ggrstand its impact on modern and current research of the Songs
of Chu

* apply the methods of philology, reception history, extrapolative
commentary translation, and computational data analysis to

* track exegetical decisions and denote interpretational "hot spots" to
identify interpretational “imperatives” and “scopes”

16
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How to Locate Exegetical Hot Spots? — 1.2 Am | missing something here?

Understanding Exegetical Dynamics: Measuring the Impact of Chinese
Commentarial Traditions

Why do | intend to do it?

* To understand the exegetical dynamics in the evolution of a Chinese
commentary tradition

* To discover how “imperatives” and “scopes” reappear in modern and
contemporary research

* To lay open how a commentary tradition may impact on modern and
contemporary research

* To employ and advance the use of computational data analysis in
researching large volumes of commentarial materials

17

How to Locate Exegetical Hot Spots? — 1.2 Am | missing something here?

Understanding Exegetical Dynamics: Measuring the Impact of Chinese
Commentarial Traditions

How do | intend to do it?

* Use digitalized versions of a set of major traditional commentaries to both
computationally and conventionally track interpretational "hot spots" to identify
interpretational “imperatives” and “scopes”

* Develop (further) and refine techniques of data mining for the analysis of text

and interlinear commentary to discover clusters, densities, indicators of hot
spots, and partial similarities

* Extend the possible usage of these tools to cross-commentarial comparison

* Generate cross-commentary Froﬁles_ of clusters, densjties_as indicators of hot
spots, and visualisations to help identify exegetical continuities and changes

* Prepare extrapolative translations of significant textual areas or passages to
understand the basis for and the realisation of exegetical decisions

* Survey modern research (1890-1940) to identify references to traditional
exegesis

* Analyse reliance of present-day research (1980 — 2015) on modern research and
traditional commentary

18
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How to Locate Exegetical Hot Spots? — 1.3 What actually is an exegetical hotspot?

Hot spot — Where that idea came from:

Wang Yi’s postface to the “Li sao” in Chuci zhangju. Interpretative pattern 1:

KRS, KFETLAR AT,
“TREBLEFS" A BYER, HHEZE" b,
“ORBUAIT R “SBIE, WERIE" .
“HBMLIEIE" A5 “FHRAA" .

“BUEM BRI D" A “RRAIEU R .
“HEREMNGA" B R .

B B T WS R CBET 2 BE” .

20

10
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How to Locate Exegetical Hot Spots? — 1.3 What is an exegetical hotspot?

Wang Yi’s postface to the “Li sao” in Chuci zhangju. Interpretative pattern 1:

KSR X AGERKLILES »

Generally speaking, it is true that the literary composition of
the

“Li sao” is based on the Five Classics in order to establish its
meaning:

WaElhzEwsT o A FRIAR  FHESEIR 4 -
[The opening line 1 of the “Li sao”] “Descendant of the
shoots of Emperor Gaoyang” [refers to a line from the song
“Shengmin” from the Book of Songs] “the first birth given to
one of our people was from Jiang Yuan.”

GIRKBAILLAS I - R TSR - MEETE

[Line 6b of the “Li sa0”] “and wove Autumn orchids into
girdle-pendants” [refers to a line of “Younl tongche” from
the Book of Songs] “If you would drive off [with her] and turn,
her jade-pendants [would sound] giwen kia.”

“The persuasive power of interpretative pattern 1
does not lie in the analogies per se. It lies in the
reading of the “Li sao” revealed by applying these six
analogies to the poem.”

21
How to Locate Exegetical Hot Spots? — 1.3 What is an exegetical hotspot?
Wang Yi’s preface to the Lisao. Interpretative pattern 2: o - B Y
’/—\“ = 10 20 30 40 60
BEERZOC, REERRSIEEw. 0 Pt 2t i
The literary composition of the "Lisao" relies on the Book of o
Songs in selecting [the poetic mode of] evocation, when it brings
up related things and [thereby] discloses allusions. s b i L
R, UREE: BaRY, DAHHE; it =
Therefore, good birds and fragrant plants are used to correspond o=
to the sincere and the straightforward. Vicious beasts and i
stinking things are used to compare them with slanderers and rbienees
sycophants. i i
BIGEN, DURAE: Siefhd, LEHE, e G

© zugleich deutlich, was dem

The one who foresees because of his spirit and the beautiful one
are employed to connect them with the lord. Lady Fu and the
Beauties [of Yousong] are brought in to be equated with able
ministers.

WEEREL. DGR T BEES, BADA

Small and large dragons as well as Luan and Feng birds are listed
to entrust them with the noble, and sudden winds and minor
rainbows stand for petty men

<8><9*> ~28-29> <46—47> ~87> <95B*> <137-139>
<155-156> ~170> [~177-181>]

22
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How to Locate Exegetical Hot Spots? — 1.3 What is an exegetical hot spot?

Imperatives and Scopes

Exegetical hot spot

a) Anexpression or group of Pl
expressions in a text that attracts
repeated and contested engagement
by commentators over time. b)

b) An expression or group of
expressions in a text that by the fact
that it attracted repeated )
interpretational engagement and
contest, marks a part of a text as
particularly relevant for the overall
understanding of the text.

d)

The assumption that over time a particular interpretation
of certain expressions or groups of expressions would
become firmly established.

The assumption that this firmly established interpretation

or “Imperative” would take on a status of a paradigm of
understanding.

These “Imperatives” would be interpretations that modern
and contemporary scholars would knowingly or
unknowingly accept.

* Imperatives would become accepted knowledge.
* Imperatives would appear to be hardly challengeable.

“Scopes” would be those areas in a text where
interpretation was yet to be firmly established or that did
not attract much attention over time.

23

How to Locate Exegetical Hot Spots? — 2 Searching for hot spots but how?

Difficulties in Comparing Multi-layered Texts ~ General algorithmic approaches:

* Substantial amounts of commentary :
* Different types of commentary b)
» Different arrangement of commentaries
 Different main-text areas of reference c)
» Different foci of commentators (e. g. d)
rhymes, plants)
e)

Searches for specific_expressions like names of persons and
places and their relations in large corpora of texts of a certain
age. (network analysis)

Character frequency searches as indicators for textual
organisation, similarities or subjects addressed with large texts
or corpora of texts. (n-gram)

Character number comparisons as possible indicators of the
relevance of certain sections in texts.

Automated comparison of Farallel passages based on an
integrated database of parallel passages (Ctext Db, Donald
Sturgeon)

String_ searches containing specific expressions to understand
meaning, meaning change, and usage of specific terms within
their textual surroundings (Kanripo Db Christian Wittern)

24
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How to Locate Exegetical Hot Spots? — 2 Searching for hot spots but how?

Difficulties in Comparing Multi-layered Texts

Text preparation “Tagging”:

Wang Yi, Section and Sentence Commentary
Chuci zhangju (ca 140 AD)

“Lisao”: tagged: 17791 characters & numbers

Zhu Xi, Collected Commentaries Chuci jizhu
(1200 AD)

“Lisao”: tagged: 17913 characters & numbers

Has to be done by hand.

2. Needs editors that can read and
understand the commentary to link both
texts correctly.

Text comparability:

Both commentaries are quite similar because Zhu Xi uses
and writes against Wang Yi’s commentary.

Still: Zhu Xi reads the “Lisao” with the Book of Songs in
mind:

ks

2

Wang Yi annotates line per line using glosses followed
by paraphrases.

Zhu Xi annotates couplets using a mixture of glosses
and long explanations arriving at a more complex
exegetical construction that requires to conceive
glosses in context with other glosses.

25

How to Locate Exegetical Hot Spots? — 2 Searching for hot spots but how?

Comparing Multi-layered Texts: Example

Wang Yi, Section and Sentence Commentary Chuci zhangju (ca 140 AD)

<LS009>4p EELH FENZES > </LS009>
<LS010> ¥ E > DIEEE - </LS010>

<LS0097J001>%5 » 45 » </LS009ZJ001>
<LS010ZJ001>{iF » %l -~ </LS010ZJ001>

<LS010ZJ002> 5 24 @ #ha KithZ ER - NEAE
12 7 RE o BUREA - </LS0102J002>

<LS010ZJ003>F 3 & LZAH 1A + 2R IR R - BlsE
HllmRE > (T HSE At - </LS010ZJ003>

Zhu Xi, Collected Commentaries Chuci jizhu (1200 AD)

<LS009>EBE L AES, </LS009>
<LS010>X E| =~ &8k, </LS010>

<Ls009Jz001>%}, HiH. =, EAK. 8, HOKRKR, —
ek, ER. B, TF. B LEFR. 41, ZBRR.
</LS009J001>

<LS009JZ002>E Mtk s, </LS009JZ002>

<LS009JZ003>#, 5%, </LS0091Z003>
<LS009JZ004>4£BHAZ R, RREERERAt,
</LS009)Z004>

<1S010JZ001>%, Fth, JFHEE > H, </LS010/2001>
<1S010JZ002>%, i, </LS010/2002>

<LS010JZ003>4E, #h. </LS010/2003>

<Ls010Jz004>gE, BX%, FREB, £, MBALAZATER

Z&E., </LS010JZ004>

26

13



26/11/21

How to Locate Exegetical Hot Spots? — 2 Searching for hot spots in “Lord amidst Clouds”

First 4 lines of “Yun zhong jun” tagged with Wang Yi’s Chuci zhangju ... tagged with Zhu Xi’s Chuci jizhu
<JGOI7> B AUk, </]G016> <JGOI7>{R il 5 kT . </1GO17>
<JGO18>HER Ay e, </JGO18> <JGO18>HEdFfc A, </]G018>
<JGO19> e Hibs 5 BER , </JG019> <IGO19> g sHs A B | </JG019>
SICO0>RIRB SRR, </]G020> <JGO20> AR A S g
<JGO18ZJ001>HER, Fifa Kt </JGO18ZJ001> <JGO17JZ001>3, FEf. ¥, EvER. B, F%.
</]G017JZ001>
<JGO18ZJ002># , k44, </JG018ZJ002>
<JGO18ZJ003> 7 LR AL, LIS, THEBAIRIL. Ik <JGO17J2002>35 . g, </JGO17JZ002>
T, KEFR A #E . DLE RS, </JG018ZJ003
T, KIRIK, ML 23, DIEEHd. </ J003> prINECSUEL R BN FEL IR
<JGO19ZJ001>%5, AL, BENZAFHET. </JG0192]001> <JGO18JZ002> £5 i AN B3 > e, </JGO18]Z002>
<JG019ZJ002> i, ARFAIEET| S, </JG019Z]002> <JGO18]Z003> 5 i ARG My, IRFIE, ARPRA, WMEARZIE, Ll
H# . </JG018JZ2003>
<JG019ZJ003>F%, Bttt </JG019ZJ003>
<JGO19ZJ004> 8], 1kH1. </JGO19Z]004> <JGO19JZ001>% . ikt . BAGBABET #5EMZ Tt
J </]G019JZ001>
FEBIATIM. e e s GRS <JG019JZ002> itk , EphgH. </JG019JZ002>
SRR, Bifide, - SIICOAVARE <IGO19JZ003> B B , RILIFLARMNRTS, Wiy, mlefcitsy, i
<JG020ZJ003>K g, K. </JG020ZJ003> ML, BEERE THLW ), IMEMTI S W, </JG019J2003>
<JG020Z]004>5 AR A, Zeilss|, BASUANE, TRl m, <JGO20)Z001>M, Yedg. </JG020JZ001>
MRS, LETE. REDCAMARE, REMEH. <JG020J2002> IR, HAH. </JG020J2002>

</JG020ZJ004>
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Wikisource.org — digital version of “Yun Zhong jun” with the commentary of Wang Yi

LAmESswIy, 1, FEd. [EERRSHEIL. 1 3R, AR, &, ad. SRS, DFEEWN, HESERERNE.
WAEIE, KT, FERMUAAZE, DERER. [RHES0E. 1§ Al BAXRLGET. @ik, ROHE5I5E. 5%, ©
. F, 1bd. DMIEKESARI. 1M, Sufid. B, #d. . Cil. SRPEHS, 205, FEHFHE, TRaug, s,
R IE. RHEICAMREN, MRCW. [EESFE, e M, . WE, M. FERHREE, MAsFEE
o FEMBEERFTE, RANR, BRZE. BAEARE. [HHASEG. 1 7%, Fd. b, Wl SEMBE, BAEE, 78
HARDEHA. REEWMHAS, ERmHAY, S50, [ERoFR, 1 BH, SEMRES. & < B TEEE. W,
AT, FREEM, 2R, MRTRTORZ 6, BIwFERE. [D@iEs Rz, 10, B, A&, HERd. 5E0
JREERE, BRI, FRER, Higskd. [E2250E, 1 8, BEM. 22, 25 & TH. SEHERT, AH22,

MEAAM. [HERSE . 1 &% E5FM. Eh, EHEDR. SEMERRE, KR, fNER, RHED. [

ERHANER, FRZH, BT, ZAEEM. [BRESKE. 1 BEEMN. [BHELSMHc. 1 e, Bof. BREZE—
BTH, Wi, BEER. BERY, UECER, MEZAARTRE, SORBMK, OHESmbhcd. sH: A, FHEEd. §
BFBTPEM. Rk, RBER, HOEERIRAY. BRERK. ofFhhe, TIAEEH.

Mofek, 15, Bl WmZMERM. 6, Hibd. SEMIESR, EREN, WMERMTE. BNESEE. 15, mi.
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Conventional approach

As long as there exists no multilayered text database:

* Compare and translate commentaries by selected commentators to each line of “Yun zhong jun”

* Prepare extrapolative translations of significant textual areas or passages to understand the basis

for and the realisation of exegetical decisions. (or, in the case of YZJ the entire song)

* Generate cross-commentary profiles of clusters, densities as indicators of hot spots, and
visualisations to help identify exegetical continuities and changes

* Compare commentarial approaches to individual songs within the “Nine Songs” and look for
patterns like the position of certain statements within the poem or the use of particular

expressions, names, etc.

29
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THE LORD AMID THE CLOUDS (transl. A Waley) The Lord in the Midst of Clouds (extrapolative transl. MS)
| have washed in a brew of orchid, bathed in sweet scents, “Bathe in orchid broth, purify yourself with fragrances,
Many-coloured are my garments; | am like a flower. and richly adorn your coloured clothes with ginger petals!
Now in long curves the spirit has come down. The Spirit master still bends and turns when it lingers,
In a blaze of brightness unending. its glare so bright and garish without end.
Chien! “He is coming to rest at the Abode of Life; Lo! It desires to be soothed in the Temple of Longevity,
As a sun, as a moonbeam glows his light. where it matches sun and moon in radiance.
In dragon chariot and the vestment of a god, Carried by a dragon and draped in sovereign colours,
Hither and thither a little while he moves. both hovering and wandering, it circulates.
The spirit, brilliant and dazzling, descended.
The Spirit in great majesty came down; In a dash it lifts into the distance into the midst of clouds.
Now he soars up swiftly amid the clouds. It overlooks the region of Ji and what lies beyond.
He looks down on the province of Chi and far beyond; It cuts across the Four Seas. Where are its limits?
He traverses the Four Seas; endless his flight. Longing for its majesty, | heave weary sighs.
Longing for that lord | heave a deep sigh; My worn-out heart, pounding, pounding.”
My heart is greatly troubled; | am very sad.
30
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Preface to the “Nine Songs” from Chuci zhangju

The Nine Songs were created by Qu Yuan. In ancient times, in the Southern capital of Ying of the State of Chu,
between the rivers Yuan and Xiang, its common people believed in ghosts and consequently were fond of
sacrifices. For their sacrifices, song, music, dance and drums had to be performed to please all spirits.

Qu Yuan was exiled, hiding in their regions, grief stricken by bitter poison and bouts of anxiety surging up
strongly within him. Going out, he faced the locals' sacrificial rites and music accompanying the songs and the
dances, the lyrics of which were crude and vulgar. For this reason [Qu Yuan] created the musical tunes of the
Nine Songs for them, on their surface praising the respectfulness in serving the spirits while revealing his own
unjustly treatment underneath, he entrusted the tunes with admonition. For this reason, their lyrics and their
message are not the same, their stanzas and the lines of verses are uneven in length, setting forth different
(uncommon?) meanings.

(LK) & BERERZEG. EEEENRZE, . B, HBEERmEE. HE, S EREREN
g, BEUE, RAHE, REES BRIHE. HRRASEZR, RHEXY HAEsB. 5
;g((ﬂ%’x)) zih, EREHZE, TRCZRES JTZRERM). SMAXEARR, ZaME mESR
%o
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THE LORD AMID THE CLOUDS (transl. A Waley) The Lord in the Midst of Clouds (extrapolative transl. MS)
| have washed in a brew of orchid, bathed in sweet scents, “Bathe in orchid broth, purify yourself with fragrances,
Many-coloured are my garments; | am like a flower. and richly adorn your coloured clothes with ginger petals!
Now in long curves the spirit has come down. The Spirit master still bends and turns when it lingers,
In a blaze of brightness unending. its glare so bright and garish without end.
Chien! “He is coming to rest at the Abode of Life; Lo! It desires to be soothed in the Temple of Longevity,
As a sun, as a moonbeam glows his light. where it matches sun and moon in radiance.
In dragon chariot and the vestment of a god, Carried by a dragon and draped in sovereign colours,
Hither and thither a little while he moves. both hovering and wandering, it circulates.
The spirit, brilliant and dazzling, descended.
The Spirit in great majesty came down; In a dash it lifts into the distance into the midst of clouds.
Now he soars up swiftly amid the clouds. It overlooks the region of Ji and what lies beyond.
He looks down on the province of Chi and far beyond; It cuts across the Four Seas. Where are its limits?
He traverses the Four Seas; endless his flight. Longing for its majesty, | heave weary sighs.
Longing for that lord | heave a deep sigh; My worn-out heart, pounding, pounding.”
My heart is greatly troubled; | am very sad.
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Wang Yi’s understanding of “Lord amidst clouds”  Liu Liang’s 2R understanding of “Lord amidst clouds”
L bt 12 SARIE ST » ERRKOEH -
i 3-4 EHEESIEE 0 4 RS RRE,
1-2 BBEEE SRS » FERRGISTL o “The spirit master bends and turns with great care, for its
"Bathe in orchid broth, purify yourself with glare is k_)'j'ght and g:;'Sh W'thOUt. end.
fragrances, and richly adorn your coloured clothes [[Spirit] master] % means mediator 4. [Bends and turns]
with ginger petals!” 3P (Ifen gien) serves as an illustration for [the movement
e bt e of] guiding the spirit. Glaring means radiant. [So bright and
Tgh' ! v ! i garish] BBHE means brilliant AF. End means limit.
saclii?ciaizséer[\(/lige tuoa?rl;rc’?oaudo:;iﬁi ?g: \l/ﬁiacholo This means: During the preparations for a coming sacrificial
hieispiritmidiator BEA bt bathe intdrchid offering, [Qu Yuan] first makes the spirit mediator bathe in
broth, clean himself with fragrances, dress in five Orchid fragrance, dress in garments of five colours, and,
colours and adorn his clothes and attire richly with striving to make his scent pure, further adorn him with
ginger petals in order to purify himself. Ginger petals. With regard to guiding the Lord Amidst
Clouds, [Qu Yuan] lets the [spirit mediator] go about this
very carefully, [for] the spirit's radiance is glaring, so bright
and brilliant without limit.
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Wang Yi’s understanding of 13 Bk E4S K5, Longing for his majesty, | heave weary sighs.
“Lord amidst clouds” —End :
Majesty refers to the cloud spirit 28 = #4.

14 x5 025 9 - My worn-out heart, pounding, pounding.

Liu Liang [comments]: Majesty refers to

spirit. With it [Qu Yuan] hints at [his] [Pounding, pounding] (trhuwng trhuwng) serves as an illustration of a troubled
lord g . DR | heart.
I;)orunadiii anu:poﬁdiné rijfrfto When Qu Yuan becomes aware that once moved, the clouds travel a thousand

Li and circle the [area of] the four seas, he imagines succeeding in following
them to gaze at [the areas in] the four cardinal directions to forget his troubled
longings, but, when he realizes that he can never achieve it, he (thus) heaves
weary sighs and the inside of his heart, afflicted and worn, pounds and pounds.

grieve.

This means: [The place] where his
majesty abides is high and distant, [yet]
those below control the one who

possesses the state. My thinking of the Someone else said: Majesty refers to King Huai. Qu Yuan arranged his
lord [revolves around] never to be presentation of the cloud spirit in a way that when the literary content nears
permitted to meet with him [again]. its end, his sorrowful thoughts reach him again. He bemoans King Huai's dark
For this reason | heave weary sighs derision and incomprehension, which is why he consequently heaves weary
being deeply distressed. sighs and moans, unable to stop his heart frequently pounding and pounding.
35
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Yun Zhong jun — length of commentary per line
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Comments on the title of the Song:
* WangYi: 0
e LiuLiang: 2[R : EHE » EANHFEL -
* Hong Xingzu JLEItH: Ew - HiEth - —HFE - ER (BE) - CEFMEE) AEHE -
* ZhuXi 2 Bt - ER CEFIMEE) - WRSHRREMAY - BEGREE - i EZmEZ - T8
=t RUREFREZRES -
* Wang Yuan £3%: (FIES-ZIUEE) TAEHE - EWRM - lREH @ EREFEML - askEz
—HE c FER (BERESES) R =N IAE - AEIMER PR A BE -
* Chen Di [iz5: 2B » Tfith - (EF) RE (BEE)
* Wang Fuzhi ERZ: [EEZ (il - S - TR - KB E - Al - TR RZH - BEEE
Fo (BEEE) FEFE - hEFLZ - STEEER -
e Lin Yunming #RZE$4:
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Translation of the comments on the title of the “Yun zhong jun” by Lin Yunming #AZER4, (jinshi
1658):

Clouds are the spirit. The way clouds expand across the sky there is nowhere they don’t reach,
sometimes moving, sometimes stopping, making people look out for them but never reach them,
and as for spirits it is like this. The opening lines in which the hands gently open to greet the spirit
with honest respect, actually say that the entering spirit stops in heaven and does not move, when
it moves it does not descend, until the scene of descending and not staying, with the consequence
that the honest and respectful reception of the spirit does not need to be turned into a laborious
spirit longing, the overall meaning is complete, and is very clear when analyzed step by step.

(...)

This is all very clear and easily evident (...) | really don’t know the reason for their [understandings].

39
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Instead of concluding remarks — a short list of wishes/questions:

1. Would it be useful to have an accessible multi-commentary repository in TLS or should it sit
elsewhere?

2. s there need for a reconsideration of the way how commentaries are provided within texts in
TLS that goes beyond the “main text <commentary> main text <commentary>" model?
(which may be fine for individual commentaries unless annotations get too long).

3. Granted it cannot be done as | proposed (multi-linkage of annotations from various
commentaries to individual characters in the main text), would there be ways to move
beyond commentary representation in parallel windows?

4. Do participants know of other functioning models and could they be employed for our
purposes?

5. Could there be other ways of simultaneously representing annotations from various
commentaries? (like main-text linked pop-up windows, split screens, etc.)

6. Could tools like character number or frequency searches, near parallel passages views, or
string character searches included in such a repository?
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